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By STUART EARP Dagenham 1, Wycombe Wanderers 0 


HAVING 


Dagenham to just one 


: goal in the first 45 


‘minutes of Saturday’s 
Rothmans Isthmian 
-League encounter, 
Wycombe Wanderers had 
a gale force wind behind 


‘them and everything to 
play for in the second 
half. But their failure to 
' capitalise on their distinct 


advantage cost them at 


least a share of the points. 


In the end, Wycombe finished | 


‘a well beaten side and could 
‘have no arguments about the 
` result. Dagenham made the 
, most of their speli with the driv- 
; ing wind and but for a brilliant 
: performance by goalkeeper 


John Maskell, they could have 


: had the game sewn up there and 


then. 


doubt i cither side has faced’ 


such a howling gale for years 
and the football at times was 
ludicrous. Several kicks that 
would normally have travelled 
40 or 50 yards went a mere 10, 


| held 


curling back towards the kicker, 


One thing the wind did assist 
— or should have done — was 
the power of the ball when the 
kicker was behind it. Obviously, 
it was a day to go for goal as 
often as possible.. Dagenham 
did, Wycombe didn’t — and 
they paid the price. 


The Blues had only a handful 
of goal-bound efforts in the final 
45. minutes when they shouid 
have had dozens. But they just 
could not acclimatise 
themselves and were distinctly 
disappointing. In the end they 
were just belting the ball 
anywhere and hoping for, the 
best. Dagenham were. never 
seriously pressurised at any 
stage and the Division One new- 
comers fought so tigerishly in 
midfield, they often threw 
Wycombe out of their stride. 


And so, Wanderers slowly fell 
to their first defeat of the 
season. It was way back on May 
7 that they last finished on the 
losing side when Ahey went 
down at Bishop’s Stortford. 


Saturday’s reverse was totally 
due to their lack of application. 
Whereas Dagenham made the 


most of the elements, Wycombe 
could do nothing to capitalise 


on their advantage. True, 


Howard Kennedy did hit the 
upright in the second half but 
overall, they just did not work 
hard enough at their game. It 
may seem hard to criticise a 
team in Saturday’s alien con- 
ditions, but Wycombe really 
should have had the experience 
to deal with the situation. 


Gary Hand turned out for his 


debut at left back with Paul © 


Birdseye dropping to the sub- 
stitute’s bench and Alan Phillips 
switching to the right. Hand, a 
fierce competitor, certainly 
made the back four a more 
balanced unit. As Birdseye is 
going on holiday this week the 
defensive formation will ob- 
viously stay the same. When he 
returns, however; manager 
Brian Lee will have a real 
problem on his hands, for 
Birdseye was playing too well to 
be out of first team soccer for 
‘long. 


Dagenham kicked off with 
the wind swirling into the 
ground behind them and after 
the first couple of minutes, their 


Sutton ‘tonic’ for 
Hayes 


WYCOMBE Wanderers, 


= who lost for the first time 


this season at Dagenham on 


PA 


4 4 > 


debut on Saturday, will carry on 
in the fullback shirt. 


ROTHMANS ISTHMIAN LEAGUE 


intentions were obvious. They 
wanted to build an unassailable 
goal advantage by the interval 
and then concentrate on 
defence in the second half. 


Big Norman Welch and Paul 


Currie both hammered in shots, 


from well outside the penalty 
area in the first five minutes, 
both being only fractionally off 
target. Life was exceedingly dif- 


Haaai 








Two 


minutes later Mick 


| Holifield got in Wycombe’s first | 


ficult for the goalkeeper, the 


ball coming at him at a vicious 
pace and also curling and dip- 
ping. As well as that, Maskell’s 
goalkicks rarely reached half 
way and anything above head 
height ballooned back in the 
wind. 


Maskell made the first ‘of 
several excellent saves in the 
18th minute. Micky Springett 
received the ball outside the 
box, cut inside and hammered in 
a viciously swerving shot which 
Maskell superbly palmed over 
the bar. i 


Dagenham then forced three 
quick corners, but thanks to 
some sterling work by Keith 
Mead — the outstanding 
defender on the field — 
Wycombe managed to weather 
the storm. Obviously against the 
gale, they could not hope to use 
the long ball to set up attacks 
but by combining with short 
passes along the ground they 
anes to get into the home 

alf. 


Having failed to break 
through with their first assault, 


Maskell to bem apd Dave 
Bullock dived m to biock the 


land when he beat John Lye , 


crossbar. 


After these two close shaves, . 


however, Dagenham increased 


their work rate and by using the © 


and cut inside. Ian Huttley, | 


© however 


, got down well to | 


- Mick’s firmiy struck shot. Soon | 
afterwards Huttley had to tip. 
over a left wing cross from Hand 
which dropped just beneath his . 





ball intelligently and linking ` 
weli, they denied Wycombe ` 


much needed possession. 


In the 


67th minute, 


Wanderers came their closest to `: 
an equaliser. Huttley’s goalkick , 
sailed into the wind and back : 
towards his goalmouth. The : 


"keeper came out to collect the 


ball as it bounced but couldn’t | 
hold it and Kennedy, up well 


with the attack, turned in a shot 


- which struck the upright from | 





an acute angle. 


Unlike Wycombe, Dagenham | 


were able to mount several at- 
tacks against the wind and from 


one raid, Maskell. had to race } 


out and punch clear of Harkins. 


As the half wore on it became 
obvious Wycombe were going 


to find it exceedingly difficult to. | 


score. Given little time in mid- | 
field they just did not get _ 


enought shots in on target.. 
Kennedy, whose powerful: 
shooting could have made hima. 
matchwinner, only had one. 


: chance but the. ball fell badly for 
Saturday, travel to Church Division | Pen. Dagenham eased off after 20 bim and the sh ide. 
m and the snot went wide. 
Road tonight (Tuesday) . Pts. minutes. Wycombe were . 
"wh h k H , PWDL F APtsCD beginning to get into the game Birdseye replaced Graham | 
where they take on Hayes. pee. oe Bae 16 52 but then, with 29 minutes gone, Mackenzie in the 80th minute © 
Pone while Wanderers downfall at'home to Kingstonjan liford 642012 514 009. they were split wide open by but the: move brought little | 
were going down 1-0 in a howl- i k Sloush T 8 W. Wan 6411 9 513 00 fine move. . change. Tony Horseman sent in | 
ing gale on Saturday, Hayes nq last week Siougn Lown Won Dulwich 741213 813 10° The ball laved out of One shot with six minutes left | 
were recording their first win in 2-0 at Church Road. Sution 7412141 713 10 © oan Was played out o but Huttley saved well. : 
Saturday’ Sut- Dagenham 540110 212 00 defence by Dennis Moore who 
the league this term. They beat aturday s success over Su : 
; . ‘cularly footing 86402 9 712 20 put Springett clear on the flank. In the closing minutes : 
the up-and-coming Sutton side ton, therefore, was particularly Clapton 7403 81012 60 eee eas . ; | 
Al: wel dH will be full Bishops Cutting inside, he quickly laid Wycombe went from bad to - 
3-0. Alan Carrington and Bobby weicome an ayes Bishops 731311 1010 00 ` x 
` Ross scored their two goals but of confidence for tonight’s en- Walstow 8227 8.3 8 00 the ball ne cee P a eae ao pes 
en itchin Harkins, who gave Maskell no aimlessly upfield and for once, | 
Hayes’ triumph was marred by counter. _ Walton . 7214 820 7 20 2 , Si 
the second pagina this oe Only Tommy James, John Barking 6204 7 7 6 710 Chance with a well placed shot. o Blues looked a well beaten - | 
of player-manager Alan Harris, O'Sullivan, Roy Butler, Mick Woking 7133 319 8 39 To their credit, Wanderers “Ce. i 
Harris, who took over at Barnard and Graham Cracknell Įeystone 6204 510 6 10 fought back well after this WYCOMBE: J. Maskell; A. Phillips, 
Hayes only three weeks before are left from last year’s squad Oxford 6204 613 6 00 reverse and worked really hard. chore luc Maa a ad i 
the season started, was also ‘and amongst the newcomers is K'stonian 7 PIA S 18 Midfield combined well while 4, Kennedy, M. Holifield: A. Horseman: 
booked in a previous match, John Watt the former Watford ciough 6114 3.5 4 ọọ the strikers came back deeper Xk. Searle, S. Perrin. = 
‘»sringing Hayes’ total of penalt reserve. Cracknell was training Bromley 5104-3 7 3 00 and played a major role by DAGENHAM: |, Huttley; J. Lye, D. 
points this season to six — all with Wanderers in the close Division I Pen. harassing and chasing. _ Moore, N. Welch, P. Currie; G. Brookes, | 
“bookings. Clapton have also six Season but decided to return to PWDLF Apts Co . Wycombe must have been Fox M. Hardina Sib. 5 baces. {not | 
:: names taken. a his former club. Hayes are one Chesham 742113 314 10 longing for half-time and after used). 
-As Harris brought the majori- of nine clubs in Division One gt Albans 7 4 21121014 10 45 minutes there was an air of Referee: P. Wrennell (Burnham). 
| ty of the present team with him who ‘decided to turn manes A Sao 243 og relief and expectancy. The Half time: 1-0. Goalscorer: 
i at the start of the campaign, it Benea ore ne ae rie Wokingham? 4.03 8 612 20 Blues had done well to hold Dagenham — Harkins (28). 
| obviously took them time toset p Mah Tery Reardon sll un; somal "7 323 8 7 12 28 thei opponents tothe one goal an: 
i di SOE ane BES NSS | Co make changes from the side Harwich 731311 810 10 a it on ke Den ha a te 
i disappointing. _ , Tilbury . 7313121110- 00 assault on the Dagenham goal. 
They drew I-] at Hendon and eT oer Saturday. ee Jk Harlow 7 3 Í 3 g 13 19 2 0 ‘It never materialised. 
| 3.2 wi unlikely to-come up against suc t ; 
j 2-2 with Walton and Hersham. 2 50% ere g . eras 5333 542 8°25 In fact, it was the Daggers 
! At Leatherhead, Hayes put upa extreme conditions again x t 
z ae i d bviously un- © Casuais 6222 4 8 8 00, who had a great chance to score . 
fine perfotmarice before going tonight and were obviously un- Herford 62173 7 8 7 50% “k-the half just five minutes ‘ 
down to the only goal of the happy in such a strong wind at Finchley 7214 412 7 10 {WS > Iar EE i 
“same ard followed that witha 1.. Dagenham. Aveley 6204 5 8 6 10} old. Harkins went up fora high ‘Hm 
pame ana TONO WEG. Hampton 6114 5 8 4 00; baH and outjumped Alan § 
| draw at Woking. A Rob Gary Hand, whose transfer Boreham 6033 610 3 20, Phillips. With a couple of | 
Williams : goal brought their oe received just in time for his (© — Cautions. D — Dismissa’s ‘ seconds to spare. Harkins 
ee . = i a. ; | delayed his shot with only 


